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October marks the start of our new fiscal year and rest assured that the chapter office is 

working hard to get our reports wrapped up from last year. I'd also like to note that on  

October 7th, TPVA held our Annual Jack Sanders Awards Banquet, which was well attended 

by all of our members, families, friends and award recipients. We had a full room, great  

entertainment and I believe everybody had a fantastic time. Please enjoy the pictures that 

you'll see in this newsletter and give a round of applause for all our different award recipients 

listed below.  

 
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARDðMED VAMC HOUSTON, JOHN KERTZ, PT  

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARDðALM VAMC SAN ANTONIO, CONNIE SUAREZ, CNA  

SPIRIT OF THE GAMES AWARDðSHEILA JAMES  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARDðSAN ANTONIO SATELLITE JOHN SHORES  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARDðMICHAEL E. DEBAKEY V.A.M.C. CHRIS GAILES  

EXCELLENCE AWARDðNORM HUNGERFORD, NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER  

PRESIDENTôS AWARDðCHARLIE TUDYK  

JACK SANDERS AWARDðFRANK HOMESLEY  

 

On October 12th and 13th, PVA held their Health Care Advocate Training down in beautiful San Juan, Puerto Rico. The 

classes were extremely informative and I can't stress enough how important our Hospital Liaison Officers are to both our 

members and our staff in the Spinal Cord Units. The Texas Chapter is looking for a dedicated individual, willing to meet 

all the responsibilities that this position holds for our Houston, Michael E. DeBakey VAMC SCI Unit. If you're  

interested in helping us and your fellow vets by serving in this position, please call the chapter office so we can discuss 

it with you.  
 

As we approach November, I'd like to express that on November 11th most of the world celebrates what was once called  

Armistice Day or Remembrance Day. On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918 the document was signed 

with Germany which should have been the end of all major world conflicts. Well, obviously this hasn't happened, but we do 

still celebrate this day as "Veterans Day." I would encourage everybody who has the opportunity to go out and attend any of 

the events that may be in your local area. I know in Houston we are having a parade that will go through downtown and we 

would love to have as many of our members show up and help represent the Texas Chapter as we roll through the streets  

listening to the cheering crowd. It's also a time to pause and reflect on our men and women that are wearing the uniform and 

serving our country throughout the world, especially those in harmôs way. So take a moment, pause and remember what the 

day really means. After all, it is a holiday for a reason and means so much more than time off work and barbeques. 

  

There are Site Visits coming up in San Antonio and Houston. If you have issues that need to be brought up regarding your 

care, please contact the local board members or send the issues into the chapter office so we can get them to the right people. 

Communication is key, and if we don't know what the issues are, how can we fix them? Remember, something that may seem 

very trivial could be happening over and over again to your fellow vets and if this is the case then the issue is bigger than it 

may seem. Weôre all in this boat together, so help us take care of each other.  

 

This year I will be fortunate enough to attend the ceremonies at Arlington Cemetery. It's an honor to be part of a Veteranôs 

Service Organization (PVA) that does so much for so many and to be a part of the group that goes to those hallowed grounds.  

November is also National Family Caregivers Month. Those of us who rely on our families or other individuals who dedicate 

their lives to giving care for our needs are probably the most underappreciated and unrecognized heroes of the disabled  

community. I often think back on where I would be without the people who just assist me with my daily needs giving me the 

care and helping me reach my potential. To say thank you and recognizing them for just one month out of the year seems 

completely inadequate. If you have a caregiver in your life, and most of us do, take a brief moment and let them know every 

day how much you appreciate them, and how important they are to you.  

 

I'd like to close this report out by hoping everyone has a blessed and safe Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends. 

Presidentõs Report By David Fowler 
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Legislative Report By Darrell Wilson 

November is just around the corner and that means it's time to get out to vote.  Here is some 

great information on services available to voters with special needs in Texas on accessible 

voting.  There are quite a few key issues that will be on this yearôs ballot that affects us as a 

whole.  For example Senate Joint Resolution 14 (Property tax exemption for surviving 

spouses and children).   

 

People with disabilities have the right to register to vote so long as they are eligible. On  

September 1, 1999, Texas became the first state to require that all new voting systems be  

accessible to voters with disabilities and provide a practical and effective means for voters with disabilities 

to cast a secret ballot. In every federal election, and most nonfederal elections, every polling place in Texas 

must now provide at least one voting machine that offers headphones or other assistance to allow many  

voters with disabilities to vote privately and independently.  

 

Texas requires all polling places to be accessible to people with disabilities. That means: Voting areas must 

be on the ground floor or accessible by elevator.  If parking is offered to voters, at least one van-accessible 

parking spot must be provided. There must be a fully accessible path from the parking lot, through the  

entrance, to the voting area, and to the exit. If there are stairs, a ramp must be provided. 

 

You are entitled to receive assistance if you: Cannot read or write; or have a physical disability that prevents 

you from reading or marking the ballot.  Tell the election official if you need help to vote. You do not have 

to provide proof of your disability. 

 

If you are physically unable to enter the polling place, you may ask that an election officer bring a ballot to 

you at the entrance of the polling place or to a car at curbside. After you mark the ballot, give it to the  

election officer who will put it in the ballot box. Or, at your request, a companion may hand you a ballot and 

deposit it for you. TIP: If you plan to go alone to vote curbside, it is wise to call ahead so election officials 

will expect you. Generally speaking, you may vote curbside during the early voting period (the 17th day  

before Election Day until the 4th day before Election Day) or on Election Day.   

 

You may vote during the early voting period at any early voting site in the political subdivision holding the 

election. Alternatively, if you will be 65 years of age or older on Election Day, have a disability, or will be 

outside the county during early voting hours and on Election Day, you may apply to vote by mail. Simply 

submit a completed and signed application for a ballot by mail any time from the 60th to the 7th day before 

Election Day to the proper early voting clerk; please note that in some cases the deadline moves to the  

preceding 8th day if the 7th day falls on a weekend or holiday. Additionally, applications for a ballot by mail 

may be submitted in person at the main early voting polling place, as long as early voting by personal  

appearance is NOT taking place.  For more information, contact:  The Secretary of State's office, your 

County Clerk, County Elections Administrator or the Voter Registrar in your county.  

Remember each and every vote counts. 
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 VETERANS DAY FREE MEALS AND DISCOUNTS  

http://themilitarywallet.com/veterans-day-free-meals-and-discounts/ 

 Douglas Beckley, Director 

PVA Membership and Volunteer Program  

http://themilitarywallet.com/veterans-day-free-meals-and-discounts/


Athlete Participation Fees Modified  

 TPVA members who apply for and participate in the Winter Sports Clinic (WSC) and National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
(NVWG) each year are provided notice that the entire "Athlete Participation Fee" requirement has been changed in the 
Standing Rules of the Corporation (SRC). The TPVA BOD drafted a resolution that was discussed and voted on and passed 
in July 2010. This resolution modified the Athlete Participation Fee requirement and replaced it with the following policy: 

"The Board shall, when it deems necessary assess a Participation Fee on the athlete's and/or their caregivers/spouses to 
attend a designated NVWG or WSC. 

 Failure to attend after registration to either the NVWG or WSC or Other Event shall result in a review by the Board to discern 
if the member needs to send a request for refund of Chapter's expended funds, if not recouped otherwise. Failure to pay this 
request could affect your funding for future events and/or affect your status as a member in good standing, as stated in the 
SRC (ART. IV, Sec E)." 

Basically, what this means is, get your sports applications completed and sent in prior to the set deadline dates and do not 
worry about sending any participation fees. Feel free to contact the Chapter Office with any questions on this important policy 
change. 

E. Maginot Program 

F. Scope: The Texas Chapter PVA is extremely grateful to Mr. Phillip Maginot for designating the Texas 

Chapter as a primary recipient for his estate.  Mr. Maginot named the Texas Chapter to receive substantial 

funds. Our Board of Directors chose to honor Mr. Maginot by carefully designating primary use of these 

funds for membership-related expenses. 

Use: TPVA has devised innovative ways of using the monies for the greatest membership benefit. An  

initial plan covering ten years was crafted that allocated funds in the following manner: 

1. Sports:  Provide an annual fully paid sports sponsorship in the name of Mr. Maginot to a TPVA member 

[including an attendant, if eligible] to attend the Winter Sports Clinic [WSC], the National Veterans  

Wheelchair Games [NVWG], Hunting and Shooting Program, or other organized event. 

Memorabilia was developed highlighting the sponsorship. 

WSC/NVWGôsðThe TPVA BOD will, under the direction of the TPVA Sports Director in advance of the 

WSC, review all submitted WSC applicants for consideration of selection of the Maginot  

Scholarship [fully paid expenses]. The TPVA BOD shall discuss and select the applicant. 

1. Selection consideration can include, but is not limited to the following: 

a. Open to all regular members of TPVA, excluding BOD members; 

b. Sports points are not a qualifying factor; 

c. Member needs to submit a letter of interest to attend and a completed events application prior to 

the TPVA deadline date for consideration under this program; 

d. This is applicable only to those who have not or may not have accumulated sufficient points for 

eligibility;  

e. The BOD may allow for reasonable deviation of selection criteria to include consideration of 

members or potential members under unique or extenuating circumstances; 

f. f. The Sports Director will inform the applicant of the scholarship and coordinate the  

forwarding of the Maginot Memorabilia to the applicant prior to event; 

g. Chapter will publish an announcement in the Chapter Newsletter in the October/November issue 

for the WSC and in January/February for the NVWGôs. Additionally, each notice will include 

information pertaining to sponsorships for the Hunting and Shooting Program and other  

organized events available throughout the year. 

As mandated in the TPVA SRC, Members please note the Maginot  

Program and Athlete Participation Fees Modified 
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WE ARE MISSING CONTACT ADDRESSES ON THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS   

PLEASE call us at 1-800-933-4261 or  1-713-520-8782 If you know the whereabouts of these members 

Johnny E. Driver 

Joseph J. Gallow 

Jaime Garcia 

Verbelle D. Goff 

Donald R. Newerls 

Ercel M. Phillips 

Daniel L. Pratt 

Brandon Renfro 

Artis Richardson 

Mario A. Rodriguez 

Randy P. Sendejo 

Thomas R. Sleeper 

Jeremie L. Thiers 

Billy B. Walton 

Ira L. Williams 

Treasurer Report By Darrell Wilson 

Greetings all. The new year is fast approaching and there is still so much work to do.  Over 

the last several months the board of directors have been very busy.  We worked the 2012 

TPVA budget and crunched the numbers to ensure that the money was spent predominantly 

on members programs from the Veteran Assistance Program, bowling, fishing, Winter Ski 

Clinic, Summer Wheel Chair Games, hunting, inpatient and outpatient outings, just to  

mention a few.  We later learned that these lean times affected us on a national level in that 

we received $17,000 less in grant money from PVA National.  Which means we had to go back and take  

another look at the budget.  In reworking the shortage in our grant, it was important that our member  

programs did not suffer and I can safely say not one member program was affected by this grant shortage.  

Each and every one of us understands the importance of these members programs and the benefits these  

programs bring.  The most important part of the process is that our members participant and be active with 

all the different programs we have.  By utilizing these programs it will be much easier to justify the numbers 

the following budget year. 

 

Our annual TPVA golf tournament was postponed until April 2012 due to severe thunderstorms.  A key part 

of this golf tournament is to help raise funds and awareness for our members. The board of directors are 

working very hard, however, we cannot do this alone.  We need your help.  For our golf tournament in April 

2012, I would like to challenge each member to have one golfer sign up to play in the tournament.  Players 

can sign up by going to our TPVA website (texaspva.org) and download the PDF file, complete it and mail it 

in to the Chapter Office.  Please remember our funds are tight and with each player signed up will be more 

money for our next year budget.   

 

We have three big holidays coming up, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  I wish everyone enjoys 

themselves and most importantly be safe.   
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10/31 Deadline for Winter Sports Packets due into the Chapter Office 

11/11-13 Kountze Deer Hunt @  Indian Creek Ranch, contact Alvin Guerrero, 210-488-3472 

11/11 9 a.m. Veterans Day Parade in Houston (contact the Chapter Office for details on how you can participate with us) 

11/12 Veterans Day events Huntsville State Park, Huntsville, TX, contact the Chapter Office for details on how you can participate) 

11/12 1:30 p.m. Austin Satellite THANKSGIVING LUNCH, contact Cathy Bourget to RSVP 512-677-8163 or tpvaaustin@hotmail.com 

11/17 12 noon THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON - Members and a guest, Michael E. DeBakey SCI Unit in-patients and staff invited, get  

 your ticket on the 18th from Eddie Born 

11/17 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON ï Audie L. Murphy SCI Unit, contact Anne Robinson for details, 

 arobinson6@satx.rr.com 

11/24-25 TPVA Chapter Office closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

12/7 2nd Annual Quail Hunt @ Shady Acre Ranch, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., includes breakfast and lunch, contact Alvin 210-488-3472 

12/7-12 PVA Vermejo Park Ranch Elk Hunt, contact Chapter office if interested in this hunt 

12/13 12 noon CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON ï Members and a guest, Michael E. DeBakey SCI Unit in-patients and staff invited, get your  

 ticket on the 18th from Eddie Born 

12/16 7 pm CHRISTMAS DINNER ï Members and a guest, San Antonio Satellite, invitations will be mailed and published in the  

 Speedy in November 

12/26-27 TPVA Chapter Office closed for Christmas Holiday 

01-04 Hog Hunts (Dates TBD) Sam Houston Nat'l Forest, Jan - April 2012, contact Alvin 210-488-3472 

3/17 Killôn Clays, National Shooting Complex, 5931 Roft Rd, San Antonio, 9:30 am-Seated Trap/1 pm Registration Sporting Clays 

April  TPVA Golf Fundraiser, San Antonio 

5/30-6/4 Golden Age Games in St. Louis May 30-June 4, 2012, please contact JeMarques Handy, Rec Therapist at 713.791.1414 x 3537  
ONGOINGðNote:  The Member Forums are subject to change from month to month. To confirm mtgs call 800-933-4261 x4. San Antonioð1st Thurs of every mo @ the Audie Murphy VA, SCI Day Room/Rec. Therapy, 

dinner at 5/meeting at 6; 3rd Tues of every mo, Houston Chapter Member Forum, pending interest, contact Chapter office; Austinð3rd Wed of every mo at 11 a.m. @ the Satellite officeð316 W. 12th St. #401, Austin, 

TX;  3rd Thurs of every mo, So. Texas, lunch at 12 noon,  contact John Taylor @ 361-225-2360 for location 

UPCOMING TPVA EVENTSðVolunteers are needed, please contact the Chapter Office, 800-933-4261  
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KOONTZE 

DEER HUNT  

for info.  

800-933-4261 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  2  

San Antonio Satellite 

Member Forum 

5 dinner/6 mtg 
4 5 

6 7 8 9 10  

Veterans Day 

Parade/Dinner @ 

Huntsville 6 p.m. 

Veterans Day  

ActivitesñHuntsville St Park 

1:30 p.m. Austin Satellite  

Thanksgiving luncheon 

13  14  15  

Austin Satellite  

Member Forum 

Noon  @ the  

Satellite Office 

Thanksgiving-MED & 

ALM VA SCI 12 noon 

So TX Satellite Member 

Forum, John 361-225-2360 

18  19  

20  21  22  23  

PVA & TPVA OFFICE 

CLOSED  

PVA & TPVA OFFICE 

CLOSED  

26  

27  28  29  30     

November 2011  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

San Antonio Satellite 

Member Forum 

5 dinner/6 mtg 
2  3  

4 5 6 7 8 9  10  

11  12  

MED VAMC SCI Unit-

CHRISTMAS 

LUNCH/Houston 

Member Forum  12 

noon 

Austin Satellite Member 

Forum Noon  @ the 

Satellite Office 

So TX Satellite Member 

Forum, contact John Taylor 

361-225-2360 

Christmas Dinner 

San Antonio 7 p 

Doubletree Airport 
17  

18  19  20  21  
PVA & TPVA Office Closed 

25  
PVA & Office Closed PVA & TPVA Office Closed 

December 2011  
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OKTOBERFEST at MED VA SCI UNIT  

October 18th 

Volunteers Carolyn Lee,  and Sherry Davis, right 
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THANK YOU goes to  

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC. 

CHAPTER 922, BAYTOWN, TX for hosting a golf 

tournament benefitting TPVA on September 24th 

and thanks to all the volunteers both from VVA 

and TPVA and all the golfers. 

Mr. Conrad Garcia (not pictured), Mr. Rick Gutierrez. Mr. Jake 

Drews, Mr. Jerry Johnson of Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter 922 with Derrick Perkins and David Fowler 
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The 44th Annual  Jack Sanders Awards Banquet 

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARD ðMED VAMC HOUSTON, JOHN KERTZ, PT  

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARD ðALM VAMC SAN ANTONIO, CONNIE SUAREZ, CNA  

SPIRIT OF THE GAMES AWARD ðSHEILA JAMES  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD ðSAN ANTONIO SATELLITE JOHN SHORES  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD ðMICHAEL E. DEBAKEY V.A.M.C. CHRIS GAILES  

EXCELLENCE AWARD ðNORM HUNGERFORD, NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER  

PRESIDENTôS AWARDðCHARLIE TUDYK  

JACK SANDERS AWARDðFRANK HOMESLEY  

Thank you  

Fred Reyna, 

 Master of  

Ceremonies 


