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The SPEEDY GAZETTE is published approximately 

once a month by the Texas Chapter Paralyzed Veterans 

of America, 2656 So. Loop West, Ste. 130,  Houston, TX  

77054-2798, in the interest of Chapter  members.   

Subscriptions are free to members of TPVA.   

Send address changes to the TPVA Chapter address. 

Please contact me with more information about  

volunteer opportunities and other ways I can help 

TPVA!  

Name: _____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

Phone:  ___________________________ 

Email: ____________________________ 

Interests: (Circle all that Apply)  Membership /Volunteering   

Donating     Sponsorship      Other 

** Please cut out, and mail back to the Chapter Office at:      

2656 So. Loop W, Ste. 130,                             

Houston, TX 77054-2798 

SPEEDY GAZETTE 

Available via email, send us your email 

address to info@texaspva.org 

or visit us to read your 

SPEEDY GAZETTE ON-LINE  

 

 

www.texaspva.org 
 

Check out the PVA National Website at 

www.pva.org 



It was 65 years ago when PVA was started by a group of veterans returning home  

finding a world that was not ready for those living life in a wheelchair.  Because of the 

work done by those returning veterans and other individuals with disabilities, changes 

were slowly being made to help make America become all-inclusive.  Over the years 

PVA successfully lobbied for VA funding and veterans benefits, which can easily be 

taken for granted today.  PVA was also heavily involved with the ADA and the Air 

Carriers Access Act.  Now PVA along with the VA and other VSO's are successfully 

finding jobs and/or careers for veterans (including our members).  You might be  

asking, ñWhere am I going with this?ò  Over the years we have seen our volunteers 

declining and it's a problem for the organization as a whole.  This also brings up the  

questions; ñHas PVA become a victim of our own success?ò  Or; ñHas PVA become a 

victim of the times?ò Something I have seen and been watching closely has been that 

there are a lot more options available for members. Many of our returning veterans are 

going back to school or entering the workforce, which is fantastic. PVA has advocated 

on behalf of our members in order for them to have these opportunities. Also, with the passage of the ADA many of our  

members are not basically hostages in their own homes. We can pretty much go anywhere we want and do many things 

that weren't available to us before its passage. Unfortunately, this could result with fewer of our members having the 

time to help out their chapters by volunteering. I know that many of the other chapters as well as PVAôs Strategic  

Planning Committee have brought up this issue.  As we all work together to strive and answer these questions so that 

we can better serve you and ensure PVA's strength and longevity.  This is critically important because it can be so easy 

to lose everything for which we have worked. Remember, what the government gives us, the government can take away 

if we are complacent and don't have the people to come forward and carry on with our mission. 

August 23rd through the 27th PVA held their 65th Annual Convention in The Woodlands, Texas. This means TPVA 

was the Host Chapter. Our staff, Sherry Kirkpatrick and Amanda Saunders, worked to help make this a successful 

week. It was nice to see some of our TPVA Members sat in and saw how PVA conducted business.  

This year I went to the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, which was held up at Pittsburgh. The Texas chapter sent 

approximately 20 competing athletes. Everybody had a great time and as you can see by the medal count they were suc-

cessful in their competitions. Please see all the pictures from these games and if you are interested in going next year, 

they will be held in Richmond, Virginia. If you're a novice these games are especially for you. It was great seeing and 

speaking with the three or four and novices that participated this year. If you've been before and want to go again please 

remember to start volunteering and sending those points it. 

In closing I would like to remind everybody that on October 7th, TPVA is holding our Jack Sanders Awards Banquet in 

San Antonio. We will start sending out the invitations so look for it in your mail. 

Presidentõs Report By David Fowler 
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Thanks to the coaches, Angel, Jose and JeMarques, who assisted our 

members at the National Veterans Wheelchair Games. No picture 

available for JeMarques Handy. 



Vice Presidentõs Report By Greg Joyce 

I'd like to start off by just saying Thanks to both the Treasurer and Chapter Office for getting the 

2012 Budget ready for the upcoming fiscal year. The July Budget and BOD meeting in Corpus went 

smoothly and it appears as if Texas PVA is in order for another good year taking care of its members. 

Welcome back to the returning NVWG athletes! The Games are one of the best ways to get back into 

the groove and an excellent way to highlight your skills and individual determination.  

Congratulations to all who attended and again, Welcome Back!  

The National PVA Convention was hosted at The Woodlands Marriott Hotel and Convention Center. 

I hope our Chapter members who had the time and availability to attend the Convention and see how the process works from the 

top down and the bottom up. I am sure this was a very successful Convention and a truly enjoyable trip for all PVA members. 

Word has it that the Wet and Wild weekend is canceled this year due to the extreme drought conditions and low water levels at 

Lake Travis. Look for it next year and let's hope that the weather cooperates and allows for some great water activities.  Work is 

also ongoing with the upcoming Veterans Appreciation Day outing at Huntsville State Park. Scheduled for November 12th, it 

should be an enjoyable community event thanking and remembering veterans from all eras. If you have the time - do plan on  

stopping out and taking part in the event. As more details are available, I will pass them on to the Chapter Office.  
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Results for: 

Catherine Callahan (Athlete # 372) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Field - Discus 

(V) 

V Masters 22.46 1 

Field - Javelin 

(V) 

V Masters 17.05 1 

Field - Shot Put 

(V) 

V Masters 07.92 1 

Softball  Red  1 

Weightlifting By 

Bodyweight 

II/VIII  Masters 120 1 

Results for: 

Gabriel Diaz de Leon (Athlete # 384) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Bowling - Manual 

(IA, IB, IC) 

IB Open 428 1 

Field - Discus (IA, 

IB, IC) 

IB Open 14.92 1 

Field - Shot Put 

(IB, IC) 

IB Open 06.82 1 

Quad Rugby  Yellow  2 

Table Tennis (IA, 

IB, IC) 

IB Open  1 

TEXAS TEAM 



Results for: 

Franklynn Ellis (Athlete # 371) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Nine Ball (IA, 

IB, IC) 

IC Open   

Air Guns SH2 Open 106  

Archery with 

Compound Bow 

Quad Open 264 1 

Slalom (1A, 1B, 

1C) 

IC Open 06:50.00 5 

Trap Shooting - 

Without Assis-

tance 

 Open 44 1 

Results for: 

David Fowler (Athlete # 367) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Motorized Sla-

lom (Mouth Con-

trols) 

IA  Open 03:37.84 1 

Power Soccer  Blue  1 

Power Chair 200 

(Mouth Controls) 

IA  Open 01:10.84 1 

Power Chair Re-

lay 

  04:49.66 2 

Results for: 

Frederick Garraway (Athlete # 380) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Bowling - Han-

dleball (IA, IB, 

IC) 

IC Open 298 1 

Swimming - 

Backstroke 50 

yds (II, III) 

(III,III -K) Open 01:22.33 1 

Swimming - 

Breaststroke 50 

yds (II, III) 

(III,III -K) Open 02:27.19 1 

Swimming - 

Freestyle 50 yds 

(II, III)  

(III,III -K) Open 01:08.88 2 

Swimming - Ind. 

Medley 75 yds 

IA,IB,IC,II,III)  

(III,III -K) Open 02:34.80 1 

TEXAS 

TEAM 



Results for: 

Dwight Hayes (Athlete # 483) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Air Guns SH2 Masters   

Archery with 

Compound 

Bow 

Para Masters 647  

Field - Discus 

(V) 

V Masters 09.43  

Field - Javelin 

(V) 

V Masters 09.86  

Results for: 

Frank Homesley (Athlete # 378) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Bowling - 

Ramp 

(Head/Mouth 

Controls) 

IA  Open 414 2 

Power Soccer  Green  2 

Power Chair 

200 

(Head/Chin 

Controls) 

IA  Open 01:05.30 2 

Power Chair 

Relay 

  04:49.66 2 

Results for: 

Sheila James (Athlete # 369) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Air Guns SH2 Masters 086  

Bowling - 

Ramp (Hand 

Controls) 

IA  Masters 438 1 

Motorized Sla-

lom (Hand 

Controls) 

IA  Masters dq  

Power Soccer  Orange  3 

TEXAS 

TEAM 

Results for: 

 

Bowling-Gold/1st place 

Power Chair 200-Gold/1st place 

Power Soccer- Gold/1st place 

Rebecca Johnson 

 

Slalom-Gold/1st place 

Motor Rally- Gold/1st place 



9/1-3 Smokinô Doves/Bustinô Doves, contact Alvin, 210-488-3472 

9/2-4 Family Fishing Weekend, Port Aransas on the Island Queen, contact 800-933-4261 x4 

9/24 Vietnam Veterans of America Baytown Chap 922 Golf Fundraiser at Evergreen Point Golf Club at 8:30 a.m. 

10/1 Bank and Pier Fishing, Marker 37 Marina, SPID, Corpus Christi, contact 800-933-4261 x4 

10//10 Fundraiser tee off at  9 am, Quarry Golf Club, 444 East Basse Road, San Antonio, TX 78209, 210-824-4500, Fred Reyna, Golf  

 Tournament Coordinator   

10/22 Kids Fishing for Fun, AEP/GCCA Marine Dev Ctr contact John 888-362-3830, leave name & contact no. & best time to contact 

11/11-13 Kountze Deer Hunt @  Indian Creek Ranch, contact Alvin Guerrero, 210-488-3472 

Tentative  November, Veterans Day Out (Sunshine Network Program), Lake Raven, Huntsville State Park, Huntsville, TX,  

Tentative Hog Hunts (Dates TBD) Sam Houston Nat'l Forest, Jan - April 2012, contact Alvin 210-488-3472 

5/30-6/4 Golden Age Games in St. Louis May 30-June 4, 2012, please contact JeMarques Handy, Recreation Therapist at 713.791.1414 

 ext. 3537. 
ONGOINGðNote:  The Member Forums are subject to change from month to month. To confirm mtgs call 800-933-4261 x4. San Antonioð1st Thurs of every mo @ the Audie Murphy VA, SCI Day Room/Rec. Therapy, 

dinner at 5/meeting at 6; 3rd Tues of every mo, Houston Chapter Member Forum, pending interest, contact Chapter office; Austinð3rd Wed of every mo at 11 a.m. @ the Satellite officeð316 W. 12th St. #401, Austin, 

TX;  3rd Thurs of every mo, So. Texas, lunch at 12 noon,  contact John Taylor @ 361-225-2360 for location 

UPCOMING TPVA EVENTSðVolunteers are needed, please contact the Chapter Office, 800-933-4261  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 NVWG  2 NVWG  3 NVWG  

San Antonio Satellite 

Member Forum 

5 dinner/6 mtg 
5 NVWG  6 NVWG  

7  8  9 10  11  12  13  

14  15  

Houston Member Forum  

pending interest,  

contact Chapter office 

Austin Satellite Member 

Forum Noon  @ the 

Satellite Office 

So TX Satellite Member 

Forum, contact John Taylor 

361-225-2360 
19  

65TH PVA Convention 

8/23-27, The  

Woodlands, TX 

21  22  23  24  25  26  27  

28  29  30  31     

August 2011  

Dove hunting everyday during dove  

season, central zone. By appointment 

only. Call Chapter office for info.  

800-933-4261 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
Sept. 1st ð3 

Smokin Doves 

San Antonio Satellite 

Member Forum 

5 dinner/6 mtg 
2 Family Fishing 3 Family Fishing  

4 Family Fishing  

PVA & TPVA 

closed  
6 7 8 9 10 Points & 

11  12  13  14  

So TX Satellite Member 

Forum, contact John 

Taylor 361-225-2360 16  17  

18  19  

Houston Member 

Forum @ noon-

pending interest, 

Austin Satellite  

Member Forum Noon  @ 

the Satellite Office 22  23  24 Vietnam 

25 Door in the 

Wall Island Queen 

26 Door in the 

Wall Island Queen 

27  28  29  30   

September 2011  



Results for: 

Sean Michaud (Athlete # 382) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Air Guns SH2 Open 192  

Field - Javelin 

(IB, IC) 

IC Open 06.44  

Field - Shot Put 

(IB, IC) 

IC Open 03.03 2/1 Silver 

Results for: 

Jeffrey Odom (Athlete # 368) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Quad Rugby  Red  3 

Weightlifting By 

Bodyweight 

I/IV  Open 200 1 

Results for: 

Irma Pennington (Athlete # 373) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Bowling - Stick 

(II,III,IV,V)  

V Masters 191 1 

Field - Javelin 

(V) 

V Masters 05.55  

Field - Shot Put 

(V) 

V Masters 03.82 3 

Motorized 

Rally 

V Masters 006 2 

Weightlifting 

Quad 

IC Masters 105 1 

Results for: 

Adriana Perez (Athlete # 612) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Air Guns SH2 Novice   

Bowling - Ramp 

(Hand Controls) 

IA  Novice 400 1 

Motorized Rally IA  Novice dns  

Power Soccer  Green  2 

Power Chair 200 

(Hand Controls) 

IA  Novice 01:07.39 1 

TEXAS 

TEAM 
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Results for: 

Wayne Power (Athlete # 376) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Nine Ball (IV, V) V Masters   

Air Guns SH1 Masters 091  

Motorized Sla-

lom (Hand Con-

trols) 

V Masters 01:51.10 2 

Power Chair 200 

(Hand Controls) 

V Masters 01:07.64  

Power Chair Re-

lay 

    

Results for: 

Reynaldo Soto (Athlete # 379) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Air Guns SH2 Masters 054  

Bowling - 

Ramp (Hand 

Controls) 

IB Masters 429 2 

Motorized 

Rally 

IB Masters 004 2 

Power Soccer  Red   

Results for:  

Power Chair 200-Silver/2nd place 

Power Chair Relay-Bronze/3rd place 

Emmitt Richardson 

Power Soccer-Bronze//3rd place 

Motor Rally-Silver/2nd place 

Results for: 

Tim Jones 

Quad RugbyðGold/1st place 

Eric Cameron 

Weightlifting-Gold/1st place 
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Results for: 

Robert Torresð9 ballð1 Gold 
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Results for: 

Candor Tovar (Athlete # 377) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Nine Ball (IV, 

V) 

IV  Masters   

Bowling - Man-

ual (IV, V) 

IV  Masters 266  

Softball  Black   

Results for: 

Warren Tinseth (Athlete # 606) 

above information current as of: 8/7/2011 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Bowling - 

Manual (IV, V) 

IV  Masters 301  

Field - Javelin 

(IV)  

IV  Masters 06.90  

Power Soccer  Red   

Results for: 

Chanda Gaeth (Athlete # 370) 

Event Class Division Results Place 

Air Guns SH1 Novice 085 1 

Swimming - 

Breaststroke 50 

yds (II, III) 

(III,III -K) Novice 01:30.15 1 

Swimming - 

Freestyle 100 yds 

(II, III)  

III  Novice 02:40.68 1 

Power Chair 200 

(Hand Controls) 

III  Novice 01:41.62 1 

Power Chair Re-

lay 

    



July 15, 2011                       Volume 17,   No. 7  

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE APPROVES  

MIL CON-VA APPROPRIATIONS BILL  

On June 30, the Senate Committee on Appropriations approved its version of H.R. 2055, the ñMilitary Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act for FY 2012.ò  The bill was approved without amendment 
as originally moved by the Subcommittee on Military Construction and  
Veteransô Affairs that same week.  The bill passed the Committee unanimously.   

Meanwhile, the Senate version of the bill includes advance appropriations recommendations for VA health-
care for FY 2013 that matches the Administrationôs request.  For FY 2013, the bill includes approximately 
$52.5 billion for total medical care, to include more than $41.3 billion for Medical  
Services.  While The Independent Budget co-authorsðAMVETS, Disabled American Veterans, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, and Veterans of Foreign Warsðare generally pleased with this recommendation, Con-
gress and the Administration must remain vigilant to ensure that this level of funding is sufficient when FY 
2013 demand is reevaluated next year.    

               
For the rest of the article, contact the Chapter Office at info@texaspva.org or call 800-933-4261 

  

 

 

TEXAS CHAPTER 

PVA 

BANK AND PIER 

FISHIING  

WHEN:   OCTOBER 1, 2011 

WHERE:  MARKER 37 MARINA  
13317 South Padre Island Drive,  
Corpus Christ, TX 78418 

TIME:   STARTS AT 9:00AM  
PIER TIME AND BAIT FURNISHED  

 HAMBURGERS/HOTDOGS AND COLD DRINKS AVAILABLE  

MUST FURNISH OWN TACKLE  

CALL SHERRY AT CHAPTER OFFICE TO REGISTER  



Legislative Report By Darrell Wilson 

Dependency & Indemnity CompensationðThe other day, as a patient at the spinal cord unit, a  

fellow TPVA memberôs spouse approached me and asked if her husband passed away would she be  

entitled to his VA disability compensation.  I called and spoke with Norm Hungerford our local NSO 

and he provided some excellent information to an important but yet complex question.  Norm explained 

the Veterans Administration provides Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC) benefits to a  

surviving spouse and/or dependent.  To be eligible for DIC benefits, a surviving family member must 

meet the following appropriate criteria: 

¶ 1) you were validly married to the veteran at the time of death and you had lived with the veteran from the date you 

were married until the veteranôs death, unless separation occurred because of the veteranôs misconduct without fault 

on your part; 2) you are not currently married or you are not currently living with another person and claiming to be 

the spouse of that person. If you have remarried after age 57, you may be eligible for benefits. Different rules apply 

if you either were married to the veteran for less than one year or were in a common-law relationship with the  

veteran. 

¶ You are the surviving child (biological, adopted, or stepchild) of the veteran under the age of 18, are unmarried, and 

there is no eligible surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse does not file for benefits; 

¶ You are the surviving child of the veteran, 18 years old or older, and before you reached the age of 18, you  

became disabled and permanently unable to support yourself; 

¶ You are the surviving child of the veteran, are unmarried, between the ages of 18 and 23, and are currently attend a 

VA-approved school; and 

¶ You are the surviving or dependent parent or parents of a deceased veteran. The term ñparentò includes a  

biological, adoptive, or foster parent. A foster parent is a person who legally stood in the relationship of parent to the 

veteran for at least one year before the veteranôs last entry into active duty. 

Eligibility for surviving parentsô DIC is based on a number of factors, including needs-based. When countable income 

exceeds the limit set by law, no benefit is payable. Income limits are adjusted annually. You can apply by filling out VA 

Form 21-534 (Application for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation, Death Pension and Accrued Benefits by a  

Surviving Spouse or Child), and submitting it to the VA regional office that serves your area. Call the toll-free number 

below for information about supporting materials that VA may need to process your claim.  

For more information call Toll-Free 1-800-827-1000.  

 

   
KIDS FISHING FOR FUN DAY 

SPONSORED BY:  TEXAS CHAPTER PARALYZED  VETERANS OF AMERICA  

WHERE: AEP/GCCA MARINE   DEVELOPMENT CENTER / WHEN: SATURDAY OCT 22, 2011  

TIME: 10:00AM  

MUST REGISTER  BEFORE OCTOBER1, 2011 / ALL CHILDREN 16 AND UNDER  

CALL 361 -225-2360 or 888 -362-3830 / Leave name and contact no. and best time to contact   



Billy Baggerly 

Gary Barnum 

Julio Carlo 

Calvin Crochet 

David De La Cruz 

Daniel Erickson 

Charlie Gray 

Ernie Griewe 

Dale Hand 

Eric Heebner 

Richard Johnson 

William Norrod 

Wayne Peters 

Shelli Posey 

William Reffett 

Chandler Taylor 

LET US TAKE A MOMENT TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE NO LONGER WITH US  

Outdoor Sports Report By Alvin Guerrero 

TPVA members who wish to participate in our two big dove hunts must sign up 

now since the season starts on Sept. 1st and you must have a hunter safety course, 

along with a current hunting license. This yearôs hunting license will start selling 

on Aug.16, 2011.  

1. The 4th Annual TPVA & AFF Smokin Doves and BBQ is on Sept. 1, 2011 

opening day from sunup to sunset. "Hunting with the Judge", a weekly TV show 

will be filming this event. 

2. The 4th annual Bust 'n' Doves and BBQ on opening weekend Sept. 3, 2011 from sunup to sunset. 

 

I need to know which day you choose to hunt or both and if you need us to provide a shotgun for you or if 

you are bringing your own. We only have 12ga & 20ga shotgun shells to give out. If you need other size 

ammo, please bring your own. Don't forget TPVA has this dove lease for the season. We can arrange a hunt 

for any day during dove season so please enjoy your hunting lease with your family and friends whenever 

you wish. Just make arrangements with us first. 

 

Those of you needing a hunter safety course please contact Jose Laguna @ Audie l. Murphy SCI Rec. Dept. 

for dates and times. 

 

Location: Shady Acre Ranch, 12003 IH 10 East, Schertz, TX 78154 

 

Contacts: Alvin Guerrero Cell number 210-488-3472 

David Bradshaw Cell number 210-410-1599 

Chapter Office phone number 800-933-4261 
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WE ARE MISSING CONTACT ADDRESSES ON THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS   

PLEASE call us at 1-800-933-4261 or  1-713-520-8782 If you know the whereabouts of these members 

Johnny Driver 

Verbelle Goff 

Joseph Gallow 

Donald Newerls 

Robert Peyton 

Ercel Phillips 

Daniel Pratt 

Brandon Renfro 

Artis Richardson 

Randy Sendejo 

Thomas Sleeper 

Edward Sterner 

Ira Williams 



Hello, 

  

A meaningful experience is coming to Houston.  The Crosby American Legion Post is working with 

the community to bring a Vietnam Wall replica to the area in November as well as renaming the 

Post in recognition of local St Thomas High School graduate and Medal of Honor recipient; David 

McNerney. 

  

E. A. "Buddy" Grantham ðDirector, City of Houston Office of Veterans' Affairs 


